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Background: Homeopathic medicines are used in complementary therapy aiming to help the 

organismto deal with several diseases including tumoral illness, like osteosarcoma. The 

possibility of addinghomeopathy as new support or definitive therapy can be interpreted in a 

positive way, as amedicine that has being widely used with the purpose of treat cancer is 

Viscum album. The effect of its extract is well established,with anti-cancer effect, as extracts 

derived from this plant have been shown to kill cancer cells in vitro. In this context, its dilution 

appears to have the same function with less or no adverse effects. Aims: The purpose of this 

study was to evaluate the cytotoxic effect of dynamized Viscum album 1x10-3(VAD3) in human 

osteosarcoma cell culture. The experiment was performed using concentrations of VAD3 in 

culture medium ranging from 1 to 100 l/ml. This medium was in contact with the 

osteosarcoma cells in 96 wells plates for 48 hours at 37.5oC and 5% CO2. A control group with 

cells and culture medium without VAD3 was used for comparison. After this period, the MTT 

assay was performed to evaluate the concentration of VAD3 capable to inhibit the growing of 

the cells. Results and discussion: The results showed that themedicine caused cell death, being 

extremely toxic to osteosarcoma cells in the highest concentrations. The concentration of 6.62 

µL/mL was capable of inhibiting the growing of 50% of the osteosarcoma cells, what shows 

that this medicine can be a promising option for therapy, associated or not to other therapies, as 

osteosarcoma is an invasive and aggressive type of tumor that provides poor prognosis. 

Conclusion: This result demonstrates the potential of dynamized VAD3 in causing 

osteosarcoma cell death in vitro. As the extract of Viscum album is recognized as being an 

alternative therapy for cancer, the dynamized medicine could also be an option. Other studies 

should be performed to better understand the molecular mechanism of action of this dynamized 

medicine. 

 


